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resources like GCSEPod before they go into 
the classroom, leaving more time for 
directed support and hands-on study. 

But Jonny says this is not as important as 
independent learning. “That’s the big thing 
here at the college. We know that students 
who study independently are more 
motivatedmotivated to learn and are more actively 
involved in their learning.”

StevenSteven Hope, Leeds City College’s Head of 
Independent Learning, says GCSEPod fits 
into a wider plan to exploit cloud-based 
learning “so if a student isn’t in college they 
can still continue their learning in the library 
or at home. It is about creating a system 
where intuitive digital platforms and tailored 
onlineonline resources and activities are 
supporting where and how the students 
learn.”

Ultimately, he maintains, it is about engaging 
the students in their education in a new and 
effective way.

“It is a challenge when the majority of our 
students haven’t met the set standard in their 
GCSEs. We are having to break-down the 
barriers and re-engage.

“But what GCSEPod does is show them that 
there is a different way of learning, one that 
empowers them.”

FFeedback from staff and students has thus 
far been positive. “Everyone seems to enjoy 
using it. It isn‘t a magic wand, it is another tool 
in our tool box that frames how they 
continue to learn.

“Nationall“Nationally, GCSE resits are a challenge and 
we felt that just purely classroom-based 
learning wasn’t working for us, so we have to 
try and engage students in a different way.”

GCSEPod’s short bursts of audio-visual 
learninglearning designed to drive student progress 
and engage them in the subjects at their 
own pace, makes the platform not just an 
ideal solution for those struggling to 
conform to what may be regarded as usual 
study times, but an important tool in  
plugging knowledge gaps.


