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Active Learning 
with Pods
The activities in this book are designed to help cement the learning from the Pods you watch.  
We would recommend you start a Pod Book to keep all your work together. This is as simple as 
finding an empty jotter or notepad, and using it to complete the following activities.
 
By dedicating time, being active and revisiting Pods and activities, you’ll ensure you are being 
effective with your learning time. 

1. Choose the Pod or Pods you want to watch 
2. Complete an activity from this booklet 
3. Don’t be afraid of repeating activities 

Commissioned by GCSEPod.
This resource is strictly for the use of subscribing schools for as long as they remain subscribers of GCSEPod. It may not be copied, sold, or transferred 
to a third party or used by the school after subscription ceases. Until such time it may be freely used within the subscribing school. All opinions and 
contributions are those of the authors. The contents of this resource are not connected with, or endorsed by, any other company, organisation or institution. 
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Activities

1. Watch a Pod once and then list 5 or more pieces of information 
from memory. Watch it a second time to check the information 
you remembered is correct. Aim to improve on this score next 
time.

Stretch: Can you add another 3+ pieces of information after 
your second watch?

2. Write a one paragraph summary of the pod, selecting the key 
points.

Stretch: Can you quote or reference the Pod?

4. Write an exam style question about the topic of the Pod then 
answer the question in full using the Pod to help you.

6. Select pieces of information from a Pod and rank the 
information in order of importance with the most important at 
the top and the least important at the bottom. 

Stretch: Write at least two sentences justifying why you have 
ranked it this way.

3. Create a spider diagram or mind map of the information in the 
Pod. Making it as colourful as possible will help you visualise it 
later. See below for an example of a spider diagram!

Stretch: Can you link this spider diagram or mind map to 
another Pod, building on it with the new information from each 
Pod you watch?

5. Watch a Pod, then create a lesson to teach someone else 
about the information in the Pod.
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9. Turn the Pod into six images – one per key piece of 
information. The images must represent the information in the 
Pod.

Stretch: Write a sentence under each image explaining your 
thinking.

10. Watch a topic, title or single Pod and create a set of around 6–8 symbols to 
represent the key pieces of information. Annotate your symbols.

For example, for Romeo and Juliet you might have some of the following:

12. Choose a Pod and before you watch it storyboard what you 
think should be included. Then watch the Pod. How much of 
your information was in the Pod? See below for an example of 
a storyboard!

Stretch: Can you justify
why you would include
the information you did?

a. Reduce this down to half the number of symbols, choosing the 3–4 
most important.

11. Create a presentation or lesson to explain the content of a Pod 
or Pods as if you’re teaching it to a 6-year-old. Think about the 
language you use to explain the content.

8. Select pieces of information from a Pod and rank the 
information in order of most difficult to easiest to remember.

7. Complete activity 6 and then select the pieces of information 
that are key to someone fully understanding the content of 
the Pod.



3

www.gcsepod.com    |    +44 191 338 7830    |    info@gcsepod.com 

15. Timetable your Pod watching using the results from Activity 14.  
Remember not to only focus on Red pods.

17. Reduce the key information in a Pod to 12 words.

18. Reduce the information from a Pod into a 140 character 
Tweet – remember spaces and punctuation count as 
characters.

16. Watch a Pod and write out the three most important pieces of 
information ranking them 1–3.

a. Briefly explain each piece of information in 1–3 using two 
sentences for each.

b. Go back though and cross out the least important 
sentence so that you end up with only one key sentence 
for each important piece of information.

14.  Create personal playlists for each subject: 

• Red = topics I’m least confident with
• Amber = topics I’m ok with
• Green = topics I’m most confident with

13. Identify the most important Pods in a topic or title.  Can you 
justify why they are the most important?  

Stretch: Have you based your decision on your 
own knowledge, the exam or the subject?

19. Sort the information in a Pod into 2–3 categories then think of a 
title for each category. 

20. Watch a Pod and write down 3 questions you’d like to ask an expert on this subject.
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24. Bullet point the information in a Pod then watch the next Pod 
and do the same. Is the information strongly linked or loosely 
linked? Represent this with a bold or broken line.

Continue to watch more Pods, making connections between 
them all, until you build up a knowledge map.  

Stretch: Annotate the lines between Pods to explain the links. 
Can you make links to other subjects or topics?

21. Watch a Pod or group of Pods and come up with 20 quiz questions and 
answers to ask a friend.

Stretch: Complete this activity with a friend. Only allow them to watch each 
Pod once – how many do they get right? Then get them to create a new test 
for you to answer.

23. Reduce the information in a Pod:

a. Write out a 1-2 paragraph summary of the information in the Pod.

b. Reduce that information to 6 points.

c. Reduce it again to the main 3 key points.

22. Watch a Pod or group of Pods and note down: 

a. 5 things I already know.

b. 5 new pieces of information.

c. 5 things I need to know more about and where I will find 
that information – which Pods I will watch.
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25. Pod to Poster

      Summarise a Pod and display the information on an A4 
poster. Use key words, images and labelled diagrams 
from the Pod to help you remember the information. 

25. Pod Passwords

      Note down 10 key words whilst watching a Pod and then write down full 
definitions of each key word. 

      Can you display this as a presentation? 

 

27. Flash-Pod

      Create a set of revision flash cards based on a Pod or a set of Pods. 

      Can you add colours and images to help you to remember key information? 

 

29. Pod Problems

      What are the common misconceptions and common errors that students can 
make with this topic? 

a. Can you give examples of these?

b. How do you know that these are incorrect? 

31. Word Search

      List the key words from a Pod and create a ‘key-word-search’ using an online 
tool such as www.thewordsearch.com/maker

30. Pod Poll

      Make a set of ‘True or False’ questions relating to 
a Pod. Can you justify how you know that they 
are true or false? 

      Remember to include solutions.

28. Probe a Pod

      Design 10 questions relating to a Pod. 

      You must also include solutions or model answers to the questions. 
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32. What Next?      

      After finishing a Pod, write a plan detailling what happens next.

•    What topics may follow?

•    What learning comes next? 

•    Can you list any questions that you have?

33. Primary Pod      

      Write a very simplified version of a Pod to give to someone in primary 
school. Can you think specifically about using very simple language in your 
explanations?

34. Pod to Paragraph      

      Can you summarise a Pod into 100 words?

 Decide which words are integral to your explanation and 

 include the following if needed:

 •      Key formulae

 •      Quotes

 •      Symbols 

32. Prior to Pod 

      Can you list the skills or prior knowledge that are needed 
in order to fully understand the content of a Pod? 

      Can you identify any areas that you need to work on to 
help you to progress your learning in this area?


