ENGLISH EXAM TIPS gcsepod

education on demand

GCSEPod'’s top tips for your GCSE English exam

TACKLING QUESTIONS

TRY NOT TO WAFFLE PAY ATTENTION TO STRUCTURE

’{T}‘;:I'(d ﬁvef‘:ge“f‘;yb’efp?;s‘c‘;i to::iée%df'”? queSt';’”f‘ af\ ;E“n'_l '?kse clartaitynaz:ii”fgcuz ingead, If you're asked to comment on a text’s structure, remember that some boards will not award marks for discussing
=HIAULIE NUMHer 0 Rrs BIRIaes o = qEEsion. SRR Winesae punctuation and sentence length unless you're making a very clear structural (and not language related) point. If you're

lengthier response to an 8-mark question. An 8-mark question probably . .
doesn't need a four-page response. Remember, clear writing asked to comment more generally upon the effects of a text, remember you can use gangl.lxage points to mfcl)rm _amc:
equals a clear mark. \ evelop your structural points!

KNOW YOUR ( COMPARING, AGREEING
EXAM BOARD | ar AND DISAGREEING

When you compare, remember to focus on comparing the
feelings and perspectives of the writers - not just the
techniques. It's not enough to note that one used a list where
i the other used a simile. When you agree or disagree, try to
J determine where each text would sit on a scale of 1to 10 with 1
i being strongly disagree and 10 being strongly agree.

It's important that you consider the f - =
Assessment Objectives [AOs) for each B
exam guestion - your teacher or tutor can \
help you with this. Generally, the highest "{
marks come from discussing the effect of a |
certain piece of writing or technigue. Pay )
attention to the specific things your exam

; ANSWER CLEARLY
PLAN AND AND CONCISELY

There are a lot of ways to do this. Firstly, make sure you've read
any text or extract at least twice before or during the exam
[depending on whether or not the extract is ‘unseen’]. You need to
| understand what the text is about to answer any question well.
; Also make sure you're specific about the effects the text has upon
f the reader and avoid phrases which could be applied to any
! technique in the text, such as ‘it has an effect’ or ‘it creates an image
i in the reader’'s mind'. Go into more specific detail
than this!

| AVOID SIMPLY LISTING
TECHNIQUES

Always remember to go into detail about the effects and/or

PROOF-READ v

One reason people lose marks in the writing section Vi
is by failing to plan and proof-read their work u
effectively. It's vital you think about how you're going
to structure your response. It's also important to set
aside time to read through your work and catch any |
errors. Proof-reading also provides an opportunity to I"!\f.
check the clarity of your work. Is it clear? Have you |
removed any unnecessary extras? ’-i,}‘-

REMEMBER YOUR TIMING

Remember your timing. Try to attempt all of the questions.
If you're running out of time, remember that answering one

guestion well out of multiple will not be enough. It's better to try to finish off the question :_. . . .

you're answering and to begin tackling the others. A castle isn't a castle because of a single ] ; effectvencss of the t,eChmques b?mg used. Remenper th? for

tower - it takes a collection of towers and more! Every mark matters e ——— the text at all times and make sure you're commenting upon what the question wants
R— you to explore. This may be the purpose or effectiveness of the text.

REMEMBER: PREPARATION AND PRACTICE WILL PUT YOU IN A MUCH BETTER PLACE TO TACKLE YOUR READING AND WRITING EXAMS. GOOD LUCK!
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